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CONTACT:

Barbara Walsh    Tel: 773-8169    Email: stxwalsh@yahoo.com

West African Artists To Visit St. Croix for Afro-Euro Exhibition 
St. Croix, USVI – Thursday, February 23rd, 2006 – A group of artists and gallery owners from West Africa will be visiting the island of St. Croix (a US territory and onetime British Colony in the Caribbean), and producing a multimedia arts show at Walsh Metal Works Gallery. The exhibition, entitled “African Cabinet,” features the work of three artists including conceptual fashion, performance and paintings, and opens with a reception on Saturday, March 4th from 5 – 9pm at the Walsh Metal Works Gallery in Peters Rest.

This is the sixth in a loose series of Afro-Caribbean and African art at Walsh Metal Works.  Artist/gallery owners Mike and Barbara Walsh credit local Afro-Caribbean dance impresario Monte Thompson with bringing the first exhibition from Ghana. 

Dr. Tayo Delano brought artist Tayo Quaye from Nigeria.  Jean Robert Alfred and 

Andre McBean each brought artwork from Haiti and Willard John with the “Guardians 

of Culture” presented a multimedia show, “The Art of Moko Jumbie” at the gallery.  

“For me, the most interesting and insightful art comes from communities in the margin. The artists in Africa are doing things we haven’t dreamed of – bringing fresh ideas and an interesting look to us. And the relevance is very high for the community here on St. Croix. We have a direct blood connection to West Africa – many Crucian people here can trace their roots back to villages there,” explains Mike Walsh. He is currently working on a video installation entitled “Postcards to Ghana” that addresses this African-Caribbean connection, and also was the sculptor who created the Middle Passage Monument with Wayne James, commissioned by the Homeward Bound foundation in 1999 to mark the mid Atlantic ocean as a site of the death and interment of as many as one million Africans who perished during the voyage to the European colonies in the Americas.
Godfried Donkor (Ghana/UK) is well-known on the international art scene for his prints and works using appropriated images of slavery, aristocracy and sexually exploitative advertising. He has shown his work at the Tate Modern in London, and the Museum of Contemporary Art, St. Louis. For the African Cabinet exhibition, he is producing a performance/fashion installation entitled “Jamestown Masquerade,” which examines various cultural interplays between European and West African aesthetics from the 18th century to the present.

Jamestown is a coast town in Ghana and one of the oldest villages in the region, and was one of the first communities to make contact with Europeans when they landed in the 18th century. Jamestown became a archetypal city for cultural and commerce exchange, at a time when Europeans and west coast Africans both were hungry for the new and strange.
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The meeting of two cultures can be at worst devastating and at best visually inspiring. Donkor chooses to focus on the latter in this art installation, combining photographs and collages along with costumes designed using fabric printed in Ghana with fashion influences from Europe and West Africa from the 18th century to the present. Present day Jamestown becomes the setting of a masquerade of fashion and memory, to the accompaniment of 18th century pop music: Handel and Mozart.

Victor Odoi (Ghana) is acclaimed as the preeminent neo-impressionist in his native country. His oil paintings evoke the fishing villages and market scenes along the coast of Accra, the capital of Ghana. Odoi’s world is peopled by savvy, strong and energetic women who have turned the marketplaces into multi-purpose consortiums where they go to conduct brisk business and to fraternize. It is a world as fresh and colorful as the mangoes, guavas and pawpaws that they sell.

Ayaovi Dabla (Togo) is a self-taught artist who has been influenced by both African and European artists. His new paintings to be exhibited in the “African Cabinet” show are inspired by the thousand-year-old sandstone cave paintings of the Tassili n'Ajjer region in Algeria, Northern Africa. Dabla has exhibited in various group and solo shows in Benin, France and the United States.

Don’t miss the chance to meet Godfried Donkor and several other visiting African artists at the opening reception on Saturday, March 4th at Walsh Metal Works Gallery.

African Cabinet will be on exhibit from Monday, March 6th through Friday, March 24th at the Walsh Metal Works Gallery. Gallery hours are 10am – 4pm Monday through Saturday, or by appointment. For more information, call the gallery at (340)773-8169.
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Photo enclosed. 

	SIDEBAR:
Who: West African artists Godfried Donkor, Victor Odoi and Ayaovi Dabla
What: Exhibiting new artworks in the exhibition, “African Cabinet”
Where: At the Walsh Metal Works Gallery, 14AB Peters Rest (behind the Coca Cola plant)
When: Opening reception 5pm – 9pm Saturday, March 4th 2006. Exhibition open during regular gallery hours Monday, March 6th, through Friday, March 24th 2006.
(Gallery Hours: 10am – 4pm Monday through Saturday or by appointment – 773-8169)
 Other: Free of charge, parking available


For more information, contact Barbara Walsh.  Phone: (340)773-8169
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detail from “Bargaining” by artist Victor Odoi, ©2005. Oil on canvas, 18 x 24”.

